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Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society
Names of Freshwater Mollusks Subcommittee
Petition for Proposed Scientific or Common Name Change

Title: Changing the generic placement of Anodonta cellensis var. beringiana Middendorff, 1851
from Sinanodonta Modell, 1945 to Beringiana Starobogatov in Zatravkin, 1983

Background: Williams et al (2017) reassigned Anodonta beringiana Middendorff, 1851
(=Anodonta cellensis var. beringiana Middendorff, 1851) to Sinanodonta beringiana
(Middendorff, 1851) because “In a phylogenetic analysis of western North American Anodonta,
Chong et al. (2008) found A. beringiana to be more closely related to the Asian species
Sinanodonta woodiana than to North American species. Based on this evidence, we reassign
beringiana to Sinanodonta (see Sinanodonta)”. Bolotov et al. (2020) recovered a similar
topology (i.e., Anodonta beringiana sister to Sinanodonta) but recognized Anodonta beringiana
Middendorff, 1851 as member of Beringiana. Bolotov et al. (2020) commented that “Williams et
al. assumed that Beringiana is a junior synonym of Sinanodonta, but this genus represents a
distant genus-level phylogenetic lineage and the two are here treated as distinct taxa”. Bolotov et
al. (2020) diagnosed Beringiana from its sister taxon Sinanodonta by having “much higher,
elliptical shells, although several morphological varieties of B. beringiana from small lakes have
short, rounded shells with broad posterior margin”. The taxonomic opinion Beringiana
beringiana (Middendorff, 1851) has subsequently been used by Lopes-Lima et al. (2020), Graf
and Cummings (2021), Bieler (2021), and Konopleva et al. (2023).

Supplemental Information: NA

Specific Recommendation: Change Sinanodonta beringiana (Middendorff, 1851) to Beringiana
beringiana (Middendorff, 1851).
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Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society
Names of Freshwater Mollusk Subcommittee
Petition for Proposed Scientific or Common Name Change

Title: New common names of Corbicula species (Cyrenidae) in North America.

Background: Corbicula Megerle von Mihlfeld 1811, a genus of invasive freshwater bivalves,
has become well established in the United States and Canada. Corbicula taxonomy has been in a
state of confusion and was most recently reviewed by Bieler and Mikkelsen (2019). Tiemann et
al. (2017, 2018) shed light on four different forms/species that occur in the United States. The
common name Asian Clam has been widely used for Corbicula fluminea (Mller 1774) (e.g.,
Turgeon et al. 1988, 1998; Williams et al. 2008; FMCS 2021). This common name is considered
offensive by some and should be replaced.

Supplemental Information: Glaubrecht et al. (2007) noted the name Corbicula was based on
“corbus” which translates as basket. Schmidlin et al. (2012) used the common name Basket
Clams for both C. fluminea and C. fluminalis (Mdller 1774) found in lakes in Switzerland.
Kamburska et al. (2013) used the common name Asian Basket Clam for Corbicula fluminea
from northern Italy. The Japanese Basket Clam (Corbicula japonica Prime 1864) is an
economically important food resource for inland estuarine fisheries in Japan (Takahara et al.
2019). Tieman et al. (2022) noted a variety of common names for Corbicula including Asian
Clams, Basket Clams, and Golden Orbs. They also applied the common name Basket Clam to
the three Corbicula species they recognized (Tiemann et al. 2022).

Recommendation: We accept the common name Basket Clams for Corbicula as used in the
literature. Regarding the use of Asian Basket Clam and Japanese Basket Clam, we suggest
dropping the term Asian and following the example of the Japanese Basket Clam for a separate
Corbicula species. We propose new common names for the two recognized species of Corbicula
found in the United States and Canada as:

Corbicula fluminea (Miller 1774): Chinese Basket Clam, based on the type locality of China.

Corbicula largillierti (Philippi 1844): Yangtze Basket Clam, based on the type locality of
Yangtze River, China.
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Petition Number: B-2023-02

Subcommittee Member Voting:

] I support Chinese Basket Clam as the common name for Corbicula fluminea (Muller 1774).

[1 1 do not support Chinese Basket Clam as the common name for Corbicula fluminea (Muller
1774).

[ I support Yangtze Basket Clam as the common name for Corbicula largillierti (Philippi
1844).

] I do not support Yangtze Basket Clam as the common name for Corbicula largillierti
(Philippi 1844).

In the event of rejection, subcommittee members should provide a detailed summary of their
consensus opinion.



B-2023-03 Elliptio pullata

Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society
Names of Freshwater Mollusks Subcommittee
Petition for Proposed Scientific or Common Name Change

Title: Corrected publication date for the nomen currently recognized as Elliptio pullata (1. Lea,
1856).

Background: Bieler (2021: 16) discussed the corrected spelling of Unio pullatis/pullatus, I. Lea
(1857: 262), as well as the publication date for the original description. As listed in the literature
cited, Bieler (2021: 43) found that Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, 8(6): 262263 was dated as 1856 by Scudder (1885: 71), but the earliest
acknowledged receipt documented by Fox (1913: xi) for number 8(5) was 25 April 1857].
Therefore, the most likely publication year is 1857.

Supplemental Information: Graf and Cummings (2021) and MolluscaBase (accessed 12 March
2023) both appear to have accepted 1857 as the publication date.

Specific Recommendation: Correct the publication date for the scientific name of Gulf Spike in
the FMCS Checklist to Elliptio pullata (I. Lea, 1857).

Literature Cited:

Bieler, R. 2021. Isaac Lea’s (1792-1886) substitutions and other modifications of his own names
of molluscan species. Malacologia 64(1): 1-56.

Fox, W. J., 1913, Dates of publication. Pp. vii—xiv, in: E. L. Nolan, ed., An index to the scientific
contents of the Journal and Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia. The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, xiv + 1419 pp.

Graf, D.L. & K.S. Cummings. 2021. A ‘big data’ approach to global freshwater mussel diversity
(Bivalvia: Unionoida), with an updated checklist of genera and species. Journal of
Molluscan Studies 87(1). eyaa034 (36 pp.).

Lea, I. 1857. Description of eleven new species of exotic [sic] uniones, from Georgia.
Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 8(6): 262263 [dated as
1856 by Scudder (1885: 71), but earliest acknowledged receipt documented by Fox (1913:
xi) for number 8(5) was 25 April 1857; Scudder no. 116; reissued as part of 1857h].

MolluscaBase. 2023. MolluscaBase. http://www.molluscabase.org/ [Last accessed 3/12/2023].

Scudder, N. P., 1885, Bibliographies of American naturalists. — Il. The published writings of
Isaac Lea, LL. D. Bulletin of the United States National Museum, 23: lix + 278 pp.

Submitted By: John L. Harris and Arthur E. Bogan
Proposal Date: 3/12/2023


http://www.molluscabase.org/

B-2023-03 Elliptio pullata

Petition Number: B-2023-03

Subcommittee Member Voting:
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Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society
Names of Freshwater Mollusks Subcommittee
Petition for Proposed Scientific or Common Name Change

Title: Assessment of Elliptio nasutidus (I. Lea, 1863) as a valid species.

Background: Lea (1863: 192) described a new species from North Carolina as Unio nasutidus.
Bieler (2021: 15) discussed the nomenclatural history of the names Unio nasutidus, U. nasutulus,
and U. nasutilus. Recently, usage has shifted to the variant spelling Unio nasutilus (e.g. Burch
1975: 167, Bogan 2017: 9, Perkins et al. 2017: 752, Inoue et al. 2018: table S2). None of the
subsequent spellings rose to the level of prevailing usage. Unio nasutulus, U. nasutilus, and U.
nasululus are considered incorrect subsequent spellings by Bieler (2021). Current status:
Traditionally (e.g. Haas 1969: 231) considered a junior synonym of Elliptio producta (Conrad,
1836). Johnson (1970: 334) considered U. nasutulus and U. nasutilus as junior synonyms of
Elliptio lanceolata (Lea, 1827). Treated as valid species Elliptio nasutilus [sic] (I. Lea, 1863) by
Perkins et al. (2017: 752), Unionidae.

Supplemental Information: MolluscaBase (accessed 12 March 2023) accepted Elliptio
nasutidus (I. Lea, 1863) as valid.

Specific Recommendation: Accept Elliptio nasutidus (I. Lea, 1863) as a valid species.
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